








thing else if they originated in another. 
Son, sohn, sen son, witz, vitch etc. all mean son of course. Eff, off ov and the like in
dicate descent from. Ski or sky is a suffix indicating from and er of course has the same 
value it would in English. 

COMMON ERROR 

A very common error is to assume that the same rules and the same circumstaQces governed 
the lives of all Jews simply because they were Jews. Actually things varied greatly with 
the place of residence, the financial standing of the individual and many other factors. 
It is true that the bulk of Jews did not adopt surnames until they were required to do 
so by their respective governemnts. It is not true that no one had a surname prior to that 
time. Some families used surnames as early as the 17th century and even sporadically be
fore that. That is this was the case in most of Europe but among the Sephardim it was 
not the same. The Sephardim lived in comparative peace and freedom under the Moorish 
reign in Spain. It was after the had been vanquished and Catholism became the only 
religion tolerated in Spain that the Sephardim who had adopted many customs common to 
those among whom they lived, encountered the horror of the inquisition and the need to 
flee the country or adopt christianity against their will. Those who fled to other parts 
of Europe took with them customs that differed from those of the Jews in their new count
ries. Sephardim had surnames earlier than others. However among the rest of us surnames, 
permanent surnames, became universal quite late but they did exist in some instances long 
before they were required. 
Many families whose roots go back to Frankfurt am Main took names that originated there 
to many other parts of Germany. The houses there were identified by signs in the days when 
reading was not a common ability of the general populace. The color of the sign or the 
object or animal depicted on the shield often became the name commonly used for the famil y 
that lived in that house. 
It is true that some names were assigned in various ways but it is also true that some 
people had a choice. In some areas the rabbis were asked to assign names, in some the 
taks was entrusted to officials of various sorts . Some permitted people to choose their 
names, others extorted as much as they thought they could for the privilege of choosing 
a decent name . Some sadistic individuals assigned horrible names and then charged to de
lete a letter to make the name a bit less offensive . In parts of the world, in Hungary 
according to an authority, the heads of household were often assembled in the village 
square and divided into four groups by height and by hair color. The tall men were told 
they would henceforth use the name of Gross. The short men were given the name of Klein. 
The dark haired men became Schwarz and the blondes and redheads were to be known as Weiss. 
Gross means large, klein, small, schwarz is black and weiss is white, in Yiddish or German 
though not in Hungarian. That raises the question of who thought up system. 
It is a very interesting study although to do it justice would take years of careful re
search. There are however books on the subject and owning one is well worth the price. 

5th ANNUAL SEMINAR 

The 5th annual seminar on Jewish genealogy takes place in New York this summer. This is a 
return to the place where the first seminar was held in July of 1981. It was a success and 
from it grew the annual seminars we now take for granted. 
The second seminar was in Washington D. C., the third was in Los Angeles and the fourth 
in Chicago last summer. The international seminar in Israel last spring may have been the 
start of annual international seminars, who knows? At present we know of none beinQ plan
ned 
This year the seminar in New York begins Sunday July 7th and runs through Thursday July 11th. 
Details such as registration fee, agenda and hotel are not yet available. We will let you 
know when the information is at hand . 

POLISH RESEARCH TRIP AND SEMINAR 

The JGS in New York is sponsoring a special trip to Poland this summer directly after 
the annual seminar. Actually it will leave New York Wednesday July lOth which is the day 
prior to the announced final day of the seminar . It leaves in the evening on the lOth 
and returns July 24th. A third optional weekend is also planned for those wishing to stay 
lnnnPT. 



There will b~ three days of seminar in Warsaw with the remaining time allotted to person
al research In whatever place or places the participants chose to do research into their 
own ancestry. 
The entire expedition will apparently be under the continuing guidance of knowledgable 
persons, both local Polish people and Americans with research experience in Poland. 
There are to be some 18th and 19th century census records from Byelorussia (White Russia) 
and the western Ukraine. There will also be some tax records from Lithuania. 
It will be interesting to learn just how much those interested in Russia and Lithuania 
suceed in finding in these records. 
No one with Russian ancestry needs to be reminded of the problem of getting information out of 
the soviets who do not comprehend genealogy at all and for whom so very much is always 
rather secret information,although why it should be is somewhat hard to fathom. 
If these sources prove fruitful it will be very heartening for those interested in these 
areas. 
For anyone doing serious Polish research this would seem to be a great opportunity to find 
ancestry they might not be able to find as well if they went to Poland on their own and 
unable to speak Polish. 
The expedition is limited to 60 participants so if you are interested contact the Jewish 
Genealogical Society Polish Research Expedition in care of David M. Kleiman 255 west 93rd. 
st., New York, N.Y. 10025 for full details. 

MEMBERS FORlJM 

No one has any comments this time but as lona as there are no brickbats we are not complain
ing. 

FAMILY FINDER 

C-l Ingeborg Campbell, 668 Barbour Dr. Redwood City, Calif. 94062 (415) 369-4491 
Searching for the Warhaftig family from Brest-Litovsk or Lodz, also Alpern from the same 
area. 

H-2 Allan T. Hirsh Jr. 11 Slade Ave. Apt. 710, Baltimore, Md. 21208 (301) 484-2100 
Seeking the following: Adler from Feuchtwangen, Bamberger from Kairlindach and Schlopfloch 
or Ottenheimer from Bonfeld, Heinsheim or Gemmingen. Also Goldsmith from Hainstadt, Hirsch 
and Lowenstein from Breidenfeld, Feldenheimer from Hengstfeld and Schwartz from Busenberg. 
All from southern Germany. 

R-5 Mike Rabin, 90 Keats Dr.,Mill Valley, Calif. 94941 (415) 388-0621 
Seeking information on Benjamin Rabinowitch and Kate Granik Rabinowitch who arrived in this 
country around 1907 via Canada. Originally from the Ukraine. Also Aaron Napshin (Napchin) 
and Oluna Orenstein Napshin from the same area. 

5-6 Stan Stein, 3049 California st . San Francisco, Calif. 94115 (415) 921-3769 
Searching for the Mondral family of Razanow, Poland. Simon Mandral, approx. 1820-1900 
never left Poland. The family in America changed the name to Monroe. 
Also seeking information on the family of Moshe Sapnirstein, birthplace unknown.but lived 
in Rabzanow, Abraham Saphirstein of Rypin, Poland and Hershel Kronenberg. The Saphirstein 
name was shortened to Stein in this country. 

There is no charge for this column. We have been asked so we repeat that we do not charge 
our members and make only a nominal charge for non-members. 
We feel this should not be used as a source of revenue. 
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PASSENGER LISTS 

HAMBURG PASSENGER LISTS, Direct Series, 1850-72; Indirect, 1855-73 

LDS Films 

Historic Emigration Office, Museum fur Harnburgische Geschichte 
Ho1stenwa11 24, 2000 Hamburg 36, W. Germany 

U.S. CUSTOM PASSENGER LISTS, 1820-1905 

U . S. IMMIGRATION PASSENGER LISTS, 1883-1945 

William Filby & Mary Meyer, PASSENGER & IMMIGRATION LISTS INDEX, A GUIDE 
TO PUBLISHED ARRIVAL RECORDS OF 300,000 PASSENGERS WHO CAME TO 
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA IN THE 17th, 18th & 19th CENTURIES 

Morton Allan, DIRECTORY OF EUROPEAN PASSENGER STEM1SHIP ARRIVALS (New 
York, 1890-1930; Baltimore, Boston, Philadelphia, 1904-26) 

Michael J. Anuta, SHIPS OF OUR ANCESTORS 

The Steamship Historical Society of America, Inc. 
414 Pelton Avenue, Staten Island, N. Y. 10310 

Steamship Historical Society Collection 
University of Baltimore Library 
1420 Maryland Avenue, Baltimore, Md . 21201 

Division of Geography, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 
POLAND, OFFICIAL STANDARD NAMES APPRVOED BY THE U. S. BOARD ON 
GEOGRAPHIC NAMES (gazetteer & maps) 

U.S.S.R. Vital Records -- Write to 
Embassy of the United States, Consular Secretary 
American Embassy, Moscow 
c/o Department of State, Washington, D.C. 20521 

Publications Division, National Archives, Washington, D.C . 20408 
IMMIGRATION & PASSENGER ARRIVALS: A SELECTED CATALOG OF 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES PUBLICATIONS, 1820-1945 ($2 refundable) 

Statue of Liberty National Monument 
Liberty Island, New York, N.Y. 10004 (Holland-American Line, 1891-1959) 
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