






heritage. The information came too late for Californians but no doubt if it is a success 
it will be repeated. Perhaps the next time it include some oppottunities geneal
ogical research as well. 

GRAVEN IMAGES 

We tend to feel that pictures prior to the advent of photography scarcely exist for Jewish 
people. There were those, we know, who resisted photography in its early days as contrary 
to the ten commandments. Photographs were seen as graven images and thus forbidden. If 
photographs were so viewed then one is apt to think paintings and drawings must have been 
regarded in the same fashion. 
In due course even the most orthodox accepted photography in the same light as a reflection 
ina mirror and recognized that they were a record of what was and not an image that might 
be worshipped. As such photographs obviously broke no commandment. 
Actually though some Jews did have their portraits painted as early as the 17th century. 
The earliest this writer has seen ( not in the original, of course) are of court Jews in 
Germany and Austria and while these people were undoubtedly rather orthodox by today's 
standards they were probably not regarded as ultra orthodox in their own day. They dressed 
in the fashion of the upper class of their day,although in their day many Jews still did 
not dress in the latest fashion, a hangover from the day much earlier when Jews were forced 
to dress in such fashion that .gentiles could recognize them and not mistake them 
ians. Later the Jews continued to set themselves apart by their own wish just as the Chinese 
in time came to regard the pigtail,originally forced upon them,as a mark of of their Chin-

. eseheritage and objected to doing away with it . Obviously these were people of wealth and 
the average person did not sit for a portrait in oils. There are later pictures of less 
wealthy citizens, some oils, some done in pastels or charcoal and some silhouettes but of 
course they are more the exception than the rule . 
Photography brought preserving an image much closer to the average person. It does seem to 
have taken much longer to catch on in some places than in others but most of us do have 
photographs of ancestors who lived to see photography become commonplace . 
Thank goodness for photographs, they mean so much to us and will mean even more to succeed
ing generations. It is a way to at least know what our ancestors looked like. It is frust
rating however to find you have inherited an album full of unidentified people . 
Do remember to indentify your pictures for the future . 

AVOTAYNU 

The first issue of Avotaynu is out. It includes a history of the Jews of Australia by Rabbi 
Porush, chief rabbi of Australia, a suggested variation on the soundex code to adapt it 
to Jewish names that under the system in use may wind up widely separated but under this 
system would come close together since they derive from a common source, a book review, 
reports on archival library sources and pUblications which may include material of value 
for list of. Jewish genealogical societies, and more.This is the first edition. 
We wish it much success. 

RESEARCH FIRM 

reports that Du Pont & Associates, a Washington D.C. area research firm with 
access to an extensive number of genealogical records and collections will research any 
request at no charge unless a proper answer can be found. In that case you pay $35.00 per 
answered request. You will receive a fully documented report. 
For request forms and details write to Du Pont & Assoc. P. O. Box 10931 . Arlington, Va . 22210 

PRIVATE RESEARCHER 

Richard Zneimer,2408 Aspen st. Philadelphia, Pa. 19130 (215) 235-1318 formerly a geeealogy 
division specialist with the Public Library will do research in New York and Washington 
and of course, Philadelphia for $15.00 per hour. 

There are times when, if you cannot get to the proper place yourself, knowing where to find 
someone who can do a decent job for you may be the answer for you. 
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MEMBERS FORUM 

Nothing was received for this column this issue. 

FAMILY FINOER 

Queries for the Family Finder should be sent to Mrs. Warren R. Wise, 1990 20th Ave. San 
Francisco, Calif. 94116. 
This column is free to members. It is $2.50 to non-members per query. 

K-3 Dorothy Kohanski, 2370 1-0 Via Mariposa W.,Laguna Hills, Calif. 92635 (714) 855-4692 
Seeking descendants of Moritz GREENWALD (1813)(son of Judah GREENWALD & Rachel KOHUT) and 
Maria STERN, daughter of Leopold GREENWALD and Barbella DRUCKER. Sons, Ludwig (1860), wife, 
Paulina BRUCHSTEINER & Heinrich (1862), wife Regina Weisz. Daughters, Cecile (1864), Rosa 
(1866), Gizella (1868) and Borbella (1876) all born in Budapest, Hungary . 
Also seeking descendants of Mar STERNBERG (1821) and Rozalia KOHN. Children: Maria (1853) 
wife of Julius GREENWALD; Maria's twin, Clara wife ,of Moritz POMERANZ; Rosa wife of Samuel 
I. BLUM died NYC 1929: Johanna wifeof Lipot Mark KAUFMANN; Zilla and Helene. O'Budai/Altoffen 
section of Budapest. Can share data on other KOHUT, DRUCKER, - G~EENWALD and STERNBERG fam
ily members from Budapest. 
K-3 Dorothy Kohanski, see above. 
Seeking "Coby" STERNBERG, violinist, lived in Cincinnati beginning 1900s, said to have mar
ried a relative of Harriet Beecher Stowe. Also searching for children and grandchildren of 
Frederick GREENWALD (concert pianist) 1888 in Hungary/Austria. Married Sophie KANTERWICH in 
New York 1915. Daughters musical.Also LEVINSKI from lazdijai, Lithuania. Also seeking any 
DELLAR/DILLER/DELER from Odessa. Solomon DILLAR (c 1830) arrived 1882 aboard SS Ohio in 
Philadelphia, Pa. Died as DELLAR in Portland, Or. 1918. Need siblings, others. 

L-l Arthur Liss, 1960 Donohue ct. San Jose, Calif. 95131 (408) 272-7367 
Looking for relatives with the family name of WITASKIS (WISTASCKES) originally from Zhitomer, 
Ukraine. Also need information on anyone with the name LEVOW(SKY) from Zhitomer. Last resi
dence Elizavetgrad (now Kirovograd). Also looking for relatives named LISHENSKY/LASANSKY 
Pritzker from Boguslav (near Kiev) name commonly changed to Liss. Also FREISTADT from Boguslav . 

S-5 Joan Morganstern Simms, 1424 Harker Ave. Palo Alto, Calif. 94301 (415) 326-0600 
Seeking all descendants of Boruch (Bernard) SHATZKIN whose children were Joseph, Molly, Ida, 
Reva Leah, Saidie and Michael and Hattie (twins). Also any information on A.M., Samuel, 
Nathan, Moses and Sol Lesser. All born in Kopyl (Kopolia) Lithuania. Some of the above 
lived in the Bay Area during the first half of this century. 

W-2 Martha L. Wise, 1990 20th Ave. San Francisco, Calif. 94116 (415) 564-9927 
Seeking descBndantsof Carl and Arthur von Weinberg, brothers born 1860 and 1861 in Frankfurt 
a/Main, Germany . Died the same year 1943. They were sons of Bernard otto Weinberg and 
Pauline Gans, daughter of Ludwig Aron Gans and Rosette Goldschmidt. The von Weinbergs were 
manufacturers of aniline dyes. Wives names not known. 
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