














AN UNEXPECTED SOURCE 

The Cleveland Kol had an article by Fred Chenin who found the naturalization infromation 
he had been seeking for a long time, via election records. It was suggested to him that he 
try the Board of Election for a clue. He did so and was given the date, place, naturaliza­
tion number and age of his grandfather at the time. He later learned that such records were 
stored in the Court House basement and made a visit there coming away with valuable inform­
ation on other family members. 
Here no one seems to know what became of a voter registration file that once existed in 
in the registrar's office. There is such a thing as the Great Register which begins with 
1866 and continues with some gaps until about 1930. Most of this seems to be in the State 
Library in Sacramento with Sutro Library having abstracts for a few years beginning in 
1866 and other places possibly also having something. The fire, no doubt would have destroy­
ed some of the local records, but with enough patience you might uncover something. 
If two cities kept such election records then no doubt other cities did as well. Finding 
people as helpful and cooperative as those Fred Chenin found may not be in the cards. 
Many cities no longer seem to know what has become of records no longer in use or even if 
they ever existed but anything is worth trying. 
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Attn: John Beattv 
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