










readers are interested in this family , but judging by the Family Finder there shouldn ' t 
be too many leaving a chance for anyone who is interested to contact the store at 9427 
Pico Blvd . Los Angeles 90035 or phooe them at (213) 557- 8284 . 

NEW SOCIETIES 

There are two new JGSs in Florida , the Jewish Genealoqical Society of Miami, 6310 S. W. 
33rd st . Miami, Fl . 33155 and Jewish Genealogical Society of Broward County, 9341 Chelsea 
Dr . South , Plantation , Fl . 33324 . 
The JGS of South Florida is no lonqer in Miami but Herb Unger who has moved to Coconut 
Creek (near Ft . Lauderdale , Fl . )has every intention of reestablishing the JGS of South 
Florida in that location . His usual newsletter arrived from the new location as usual . 
There is also another new JGS in New York state , this time in upstate New York . It is the 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Capital District , 55 Sycamore st . Albany , N. Y. 12208 . 
We would not want to guaranty that this should not be Capital District Jewish Genealogical 
Society but we can only copy what we see in print . 

ELLIS ISLAND ARRIVALS 

There is a project afoot to computerize the Ellis Island records so that it will be poss 
ible to find a record simply by name without the need to know the name of the ship and the 
date of arrival . This will no doubt be of immense value to those who do not know the 
exact date and the name of the ship . The prolect should be completed by 1992 . Currently 
it is planned to have this information available at Ellis Island but they are 
considerinq copies for other locations . Knowing genealogists it would seem pretty certain 
that there will be requests to make the information available to those who cannot go to 
Ellis Island to make their search . 
Meanwhile the pro.lect will be expensive and how soon it can be completed depends on how 
much money is available to finance the pro.iect . The Ellis Island Restoration Commission 
wou ld like donations to be sent to the commission at Federal Hall, 26 Wall st . New York, 
N. Y. 10005 if you want to help . Donations are tax deductible . 
Ellis Island began processing immigrants in 1892 prior to that people landed at Castle 
Gardens at the Battery at the tip of Manhattan so if your people came before 1892 the y 
may not have come through Ellis Island and if first class they were probably 
checked through by immigration officers aboard ship . And yes , there were those who came 
second class and first class . The bulk of the eas tern Jews had to come steerage because 
even if they had money they were not able to take it with them unless they could find a 
way to secrete some money or to take something past the authorities in their own country 
they knew was salable but that the aut horities did not recognize as being of any value . 

POLISH RESEARCHER 

David Einsiedler recommends Richard Schnepf , ul .Czackiego 19m . 24, 00-043 Warszawa , Poland 
as a reliable per son to do research or procure documents . He is the son of the of 
the Jewish Historical Institute of Poland , an associate professor of history at the Univer
sity of of War saw and a personal friend of David's . On top of all of this Richard Schnepf 
was a visiting professor at Ind iana University in Indiana for a year which means there 
would be no language barrier in dealing with him . He is also a research assistant at the 
Jewish Historical Inst itute . What a wea lth of qua lifications, and David says he is reason
able to boot ! 

THE JEWS OF KASSEL 

The city of Kassel , Germany has published a book called Namen und Schicksale der Juden 
Kassels 1933- 1941 ,: ein Gedenkbuch ( Names and Fate of the Jews of a Memorial Book 
1933- 1941) by Beate Kleinert and Wolfgang Prinz . This covers a very short period but it 
the period dating from the rise of Hitler to a period when all those who had not managed 
to leave the country had been taken to concentration camp so i f yOU had relatives in 
Kasse l whose fate during that period i s unknown to yOU this book may be of value . Write 
to the Stadtsmagistrat , 3500 Kassel , West Germany, for information . We do not know the 
price . Ask if they would prefer a mone y order or international response coupons . Such a 
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book would be chieflY of interest t o overseas Jews rather than to the current po pulat ion 
of Kasse l . That means postage and coupons might be useful t o the~ . They d~ not pay a fee 
for exchangi ng the coupons as t hey do t o cash a mone y order and I f the y wIll tell YOU ex
actly how many coupons YOU wo nt have to worry about exchange rate~ . Dont ~orget ~o send a 
couple of coupons fo r a r esponse. We forgot to say it has a name Inde x, bIographIes and 
photographs . 

AMERICAN MILITARY CEME TERIES IN FRANCE 

Write to Mme. Floriot de Langl e, American Batt l e Monument Commissio~, 6~ Rue du 1~ Janv~er, 
92380 Garches Franc e if YOU are seeking information on someone burled In an AmerIcan MI l 
itary cemeter~ in France. Include as much information as yOU have and dont for ge t to en
close a couple of international response coupons here too. Even if this is a free serv i ce, 
as it seems to be , a couple of coupons do a l ot t o build good will . . . 
By the way does anyone know what happened on January 19th for the date to be memorIalI zed 
in a s treet name? 

NUMBERING OF FRANKFURT HOUSES 1776 

Tn ]776 thp autho~iti es in Frankfurt am Main, Germany concluded that identifying houses 
by plaque or shield shou l d be di scontinued and the houses assigned numbers. This did ~ot 
sit well with the owners of homes that had long been known by their shields . Many JewIsh 
fami l Y names originated from t he habit of i dentifying the inhabitants .of the vari~us 
houses by the shields that identified the ir homes,thus we have RothschJl d ( red shIeld), 
Schwartzschild (black shield) Kahn ( a small , light boat) Gans (goose) Schiff (ship) Stern 
(star) and many others. 
The inhabitants of the houses in 1776 
out . By that time everyone cou ld read 

objected to the cha\ ge but of course proqress 
and the signs no l,/ ger served any purpose . 

MEMBERS F08UM ' 

iJvon 

Bob We iss rightly st ates that re search can be made much easier if other s have prep ared 
the gr ound for us. To thi s end he is spearheading severa l pro jects as follows : 
Local Resource Directory This is a directory of research locations in the Bay Area . It will 
include information on the research faci li ties,location, resources , finding aids and hints 
on ma king the best use of what is availabl~ . The directory is modeled after Resources for 

+ Jewish Genealogy i nthe New York Area first published in 1985 and now updated .For thi s pro
ject we need volunteers to visit local research facilities, libraries, synagogues , archi ves 
etc., sit down with the director or archivist and fill out a prepared form . This should 
take less than an hour of your time . 
Yi zkor Book Index for Holocaust Center Thi s is an index of the extensive Yizkor book hold
ings of the center including Polish/Russ ian holdings for the most part in Hebrew or Yiddish 
and German holdings in German chiefly. This requires visit ing the center to ver i f y t he lis ted 
references and then entering the information on a word processor. 
Ed . note: Possibly also the genealogies on hand at the center . 
Index for the Oral Tes timonies at the Holocaust Center There is currentl y no i ndex of family 
or shtetlach names for the oral testimonies on file. This index will include that plus ref
erences to specific concentration camps . These testimonies are in English but we need vo lun
teers to read them and create identifiers under which things can be indexed. This can be 
done at home . 
Taking Oral Histories The Holoc~ust Center's Oral Hi story Project needs vo lunteers to meet 
with survivors and record their testimony on cassette tape . Training can be provided at the 
cSGter . Actual interviews can be arranged at locations convenient to the interviewer . 
Contact Bob Weiss at 474-1622 if yOU are willinq to volunteer for an y project . 

SHARING CORNER AND FAMILY FINDER 

Nothinq was submitted for either of theses columns this time. Perhaps someone will find 
somethinq at the seminar to share with us for ne xt time. Also please remember the famil y 
finder . You never know when YOU may qet an answer . 
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MINI RESEARCH DICTIONARY 

This is not an ordinary dictionary . It has word lists in various languages Oanish , Dutch , 
German , Norwegian and Swedish . In each case there is a section in the foreign language and 
a reverse section with English first . The words are those one needs for genealogy . Since 
words you need for genealoqy are often not included in an ordinary dictionary this little " 
volume sounds very useful . It costs only $2 . 95 . It can be ordered from Everton Publishers , 
Inc . P. O. Box 368 , LOQan , Utah 84321 . Ask for Mini Dictionary for Research in Foreiqn Gen
ealogical Records Vol . 1 , Order No . 8104 . 
We realize that this will not help with eastern European languaQes but it is volume 1 
which seems to indicate that a second volume could follow . This is a paper covered 5t x 
8t inch book . 
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San Francis.co. Bay Area .,Jewish Gen.ealogical Societ y 
1990 20th Ave. San Frah'cisco, Calif. 94116 

Allen County Public Librar 
900 Webster St. I Y 
Ft . Wavne, Ind. 4680 

Attn: John 8eattv 
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