

















book would be chiefly of interest to overseas Jews rather than to the: current population
of Kassel. That means postage and coupons might be useful to them. They do not pay a fee
for exchanging the coupons as they do to cash a money order and if they will tell vou ex-
actly how many coupons you wont have to worry about exchange rates. Dont forget to send a
couple of coupons for a response. We forgot to say it has a name index, biographies and

photographs.
AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERIES IN FRANCE

Write to Mme. Floriot de Langle, American Battle Monument Commission, 68 Rue du 19 Janvier,
92380 Garches, France if you are seeking information on someone buried in an American Mil-
itary cemetery in France. Include as much information as you have and dont forget to en-
close a ctouple of international response coupons here too. Even if this is a free service,
as it seems to be, a couple of coupons do a lot to build good will.

By the way does anyone know what happened on January 19th for the date to be memorialized

in a street name?
NUMBERING OF FRANKFURT HOUSES 1776

Tn 1776 the authorities in Frankfurt am Main, Germany concluded that identifying houses
by plaque or shield should be discontinued and the houses assigned numbers. This did not
sit well with the owners of homes that had long been known by their shields. Many Jewish
family names originated from the habit of identifying the inhabitants of the various
houses by the shields that identified their homes,thus we have Rothschild ( red shield),
Schwartzschild (black shieid) Kahn ( a small,light boat) Gans (goose) Schiff (ship) Stern
(star) and many others. \

The inhabitants of the houses in 1776 objected to the‘chaﬁge but of course progress won
out. By that time everyone could read and the signs no lo?ger served any purpose.

MEMBERS FORUM-

Bob Weiss rightly states that research can be made much easier if others have preparzd

the ground for us. To this end he is spearheading several projects as follows: )

Local Re;ource Directory This is a directory of research locations in the Bay Area. It will
1nclud§ information on the research facilities,location, resources, finding aids and hints
on maklng the best use of what is available. The directory is modeled after Resources for
Jewish Genealogy inthe New York Area first published in 1985 and now updated.For this pro-
ject we need volunteers to visit local research facilities, libraries, synagogues, archives
etc., sit down with the director or archivist and fill out a prepared form. This éhould

tgke less than an hour of your time.

lekor Book Index for Holocaust Center This is an index of the extensive Yizkor book hold-
ings of the center including Polish/Russian holdings for the most part in Hebrew or Yiddish
and German holdings in German chiefly. This requires visiting the center to verify the listed
references and then entering the information on a word procegsor. i
Ed.note: Possibly also the genealogies on hand at the center.

Index for the Oral Testimonies at the Holocaust Center There is currently no index of family
or shtetlach names for the oral testimonies on file. This index will include that plus ref-
erences to specific concentration camps. These testimonies are in English but we need volun-
teers to read them and create identifiers under which things can be indexed. This can be -
done at home. .

Tgkinq Orgl Histories The Hnlocaust Center's Oral History Project needs volunteers to meet
with survivors and record their testimony on cassette tape. Training can be provided at the
certer. Actual interviews can be arranged at locations convenient to the interviewer

Contact Bob Weiss at 424-1622 if vou are willing to volunteer for any project. .

SHARING CORNER AND FAMILY FINDER

Mothing was submitted for either of theses columns this time. Perhaps someone will find
sgmethlng at the seminar to share with us for next time. Also please remember the family
finder. You never know when you may get an answer.



MINI RESEARCH DICTIONARY

This is not an ordinary dictionary. It has word lists in various languages Ranish, Dutch,
German,Norwegian and Swedish. In each case there is a section in the foreign language and
a reverse section with English first. The words are those one needs for genealogy. Since
words you need for genealogy are often not included in an ordinary dictionary this little -
volume sounds very useful. It costs only $2.95. It can be ordered from Everton Publishers,
Inc. P.0. Box 368, Logan, Utah 84321. Ask for Mini Dictionary for Research in Foreign Gen-
ealogical Records Vol. 1, Order No. 8104,

We realize that this will not help with eastern European languages but it is volume 1
which seems to indicate that a second volume could follow. This is a paper covered 5% X

1 inch book.
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